
 

Mrs. Sammarco’s Weekly Newsletter 
January 17, 2019  

Shout out from Mrs. Sammarco: 

It was a very busy week in 1214.  The students were hard at work researching presidents, adding, reading biographies and reflecting on 2018. Many of the 
projects that we started this week will continue into next week.  

The students learned a new math strategy this week, the “adding up method.” This strategy can be a bit challenging, please work with your student if they 
are not understanding it. On Wednesday, I sent home a sheet that explained this new method. Please, do not teach your students the carrying method when 
adding, they do not learn this until fourth grade. Thank you for your support and assistance!  

Please continue to encourage your student to practice their math facts at home. Xtra Math is a wonderful program that all students have access to and I 
would like to see them practicing it at least a couple nights a week if possible.  

Have a great weekend! 

Mrs. Sammarco 

What we did in 1214 this week: 

Language Arts: 

Martin Luther King Jr, Alexander Graham Bell, Helen Keller, and Eleanor Roosevelt. These four people made an impact on 
history in their own special way. This week in reading, the students read biographies focusing on the four people 
mentioned above. In addition to reading the biographies, the students had to find information in the text to answer 
specific questions. This skill goes hand in hand with the presidential research.  

During work-on-writing this week, the students used google slides to create “poster” focusing on their favorite 
things from 2018. They really enjoyed inserting pictures and creating complete sentences to explain the pictures and 
their memories from this past year.  

With the reading focus on biographies, it was a perfect opportunity to teach about autobiographies. On Thursday, the 
students starting writing their writing their own autobiographies. This writing assignment will encourage them to dig 
deep and think about their family memories, trips they have gone on, goals they have for the future and their 
favorite things. If your student has not brought back the questionnaire that was sent home earlier in the week, 
please send it back as soon as possible. This will really help your student when writing each component of their paper.  

-Phonics: - pattern review    

-Friendly letter writing to star student (Dana) 

Math:  

- I can add two 3-digit numbers and decide if I need to make a new ten, hundred or thousand. 
- I can solve addition problems with an unknown addend using the adding up method.  

Social Studies: 

The students continued to research their president this week during social studies. This will go into next week, where 
I can for see many students finishing up the research portion of the project and will begin typing it.    

 

On the horizon: 

January 18- No School- Institute 
Day  

January 21- No School- MLK Day 

January 26- Pancake 
Breakfast- 8:00 am – 11:00 am 

February 14- Valentine’s Day 
Party 

February 21- VIP Day-          
“Open House” 10:00 am-10:30 
am & 2:00-2:30 
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